Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #35
              *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Corrine Heinbaugh, (Osteopathic Hosp. ICU); *Guy Ferster, (Joanne Enders’ father); *Wayne Troup, (Brenda Warner’s friend); *Susan Lasor,  (Gail Shertzer’s sister); Dave Novinger; Marissa Faust; Gary Miller; Arletta Thomas; Rahn Cooper; Barbara Lauver; Dennis & Janette Leitzel; Neva Cichy; Gary Fetterhoff; Donna Motter; Hannah Gonder; Kayla Gonder; Dennis Croutharmel; Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Carol Cooper; Jane Baker; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maiche; Janelle Miller; Sophia, Ben & Sarah Heinbaugh; Carole Fetterhoff, Keith, Cindy, Lora Kobel & Family; Lori Graeff;  Kelly Richter; Deanna McNair; Glen Hale; Kelly Shutt; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jacob Castellani; Stan & Loretta Brown; Cammie & Raymond Enders; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Jim Zeigler; James Eisenhard; Janet Flowers; Ruth Boyer; Henry Hassinger; Phyllis McCleaf; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Jerry Valentine; James Brown; Janeal Yerger; Peyton Simmers; Justin Hoffman; Deb Perkins; Ellie Baker; Michelle Chubb; Amanda Stough; Shirley Seiler; J. S. Miller; Betty Feger; Elmer Keiter; Esther Rudy;  Evelyn & Ron Kolva
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries:  Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
   [image: image1.emf]


                              September 4, 2022

     Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
    Rev. Kristine Heckard - InterimPastor 
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032

                                                                              Pastor Kristine Heckard

    Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

  Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor
Seth Guertin, Dave Novinger, Communion Servers

Organist, Peggy Berra
Video Technician, Seth Guertin
September 4, 2022 - Worship, 10:15AM 
Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
 Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration 

unless otherwise noted.    (*Please stand as you are able)
   Prelude    Lighting of candles
Announcements, Call to Worship                   Dave Novinger                                                                            
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                                    
L:   Let all who seek the Lord gather together in this house of worship.
P:  Let our hearts remember the cross and all that it calls us to be.
L:  Let us see in the cross the price paid so that we might know God’s love.
P:  Let us walk then without fear, and be willing to accept our crosses.
L:  Let us give thanks to the Lord for we are redeemed children of God.
ALL: Blessed be the name of the Lord!
L:  Come let us worship together.

 *Hymn -    “Come, All Christians, Be Committed”          Page 455            
*Invocation   (In Unison)                                                        
Gracious God, our Heavenly Father.  We come now to give you thanks and to lift up our praises to your almighty power.  Be present in our midst during this time of worship and when we leave this house of worship, send us out enriched by your presence among us, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Psalm: Psalm 1:1-6   (Responsively)        (See Insert)   
N. Test.:  Philemon 1:1-21                      (See Insert)   Ed Berra
Hymn -          “Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken”                Page 377 
Sermon Text*: Gospel: Luke 14:25-35  (See Insert)   Donna Novinger             
Sermon:         “No Bargaining, Only Commitment!”     
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)             
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Preparation for Holy Communion                             
Profession of Faith: - The Apostles Creed (In Unison)  


   I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord;  who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was   crucified,  
 dead, and buried; he descended into Hades;  the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from thence he  shall come to judge the quick and the dead.


 I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church; the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.                    
HOLY COMMUNION -                                
      *Hymn -          “Rise Up, O Church of God”            Page 293
      *Benediction                                                           
The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.  Amen.

 L: Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”                
 P: Response: “And also with you.”                                 

 P: “Go now in peace.”                                                   
      *Extinguishing of candles



 Post-Service Music 

OUR BEAUTIFUL ALTAR FLOWERS are presented to the glory of God by Sue Maichle in loving memory of her mother Sandy Zimmerman’s birthday.
Worship Service: We welcome you today Sept. 4th the Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost! Hand sanitizer and masks are available if you are concerned about safety. We encourage you to use your best judgment if you are at all sick to remain home until you are better. Thank you. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. 
                                  CHURCH CALENDAR 
          
Sept.   4 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online                 - Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship), Communion Servers: Seth Guertin, Dave Novinger                 

Sept.   5 - Labor Day Holiday - Church offices closed

Sept.   6 - 7:00PM - Deacons Meeting

Sept. 11 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

Sept. 12 - 7:00PM - Elders Meeting
Sept. 13 - “Free” Community Takeout Meal 

Sept. 18 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday September 13, 2022, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu: Pulled BBQ Chicken, Macaroni Salad, Coleslaw, Applesauce, Dessert (Choice of Choc cake w/PB or Choc cake w/white or Yellow cake w/white or Yellow cake w/choc). Meals must be reserved by Thurs. Sept. 8th. Please see signup sheet in narthex for food donations and helpers. 
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS:  Sept. 4 - Ed Dobbin; Sept. 11 - Marie Herb; Sept. 18 - Sharon Fetterhoff.     If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform Dave Novinger or the church office as soon as possible.
LAY READERS: Sept. 4 - Donna Novinger, Ed Berra; Sept. 11 - Carol Knight, Scott Miller; Sept. 18 - Sharon Fetterhoff, Ed Dobbin.   If you cannot read scripture on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.
GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased thru the church office.
                       SCRIPTURE READINGS
1st SCRIPTURE READING-Responsive - Psalm 1:1-6 (NIV)
1 Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked,
or take the path that sinners tread,  or sit in the seat of scoffers;
2 but their delight is in the law of the Lord,
    and on his law they meditate day and night.
3 They are like trees planted by streams of water,
which yield their fruit in its season,
    and their leaves do not wither. In all that they do, they prosper.
4 The wicked are not so,
    but are like chaff that the wind drives away.
5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgement,
    nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous;
6 for the Lord watches over the way of the righteous,
    but the way of the wicked will perish.
2nd Reading - New Testament - Philemon 1:1-21 (NLT)
1 This letter is from Paul, a prisoner for preaching the Good News about Christ Jesus, and from our brother Timothy. I am writing to Philemon, our beloved co-worker, 2 and to our sister Apphia, and to our fellow soldier Archippus, and to the church that meets in your

house. 3 May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ give you grace and peace. 4 I always thank my God when I pray for you, Philemon, 5 because I keep hearing about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all of God’s people. 6 And I am praying that you will put into action the generosity that comes from your faith as you understand and experience all the good things we have in Christ. 7 Your love has given me much joy and comfort, my brother, for your kindness has often refreshed the hearts of God’s people. 8 That is why I am boldly asking a favor of you. I could demand it in the name of Christ because it is the right thing for you to do. 9 But because of our love, I prefer simply to ask you. Consider this as a request from me—Paul, an old man and now also a prisoner for the sake of Christ Jesus. 10 I appeal to you to show kindness to my child, Onesimus. I became his father in the faith while here in prison. 11 Onesimus hasn’t been of much use to 
you in the past, but now he is very useful to both of us. 12 I am sending him back to you, and with him comes my own heart.
13 I wanted to keep him here with me while I am in these chains for
2nd Reading - New Testament - Philemon 1:1-21 (NLT)
 behalf. 14 But I didn’t want to do anything without your consent. I wanted you to help because you were willing, not because you 
were forced. 15 It seems you lost Onesimus for a little while so that you could have him back forever. 16 He is no longer like a slave to you. He is more than a slave, for he is a beloved brother, especially to me. Now he will mean much more to you, both as a man and as a brother in the Lord. 17 So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 18 If he has wronged you in any way or owes you anything, charge it to me. 19 I, PAUL, WRITE THIS WITH MY OWN HAND: I WILL REPAY IT. AND I WON’T MENTION THAT YOU OWE ME YOUR VERY SOUL! 20 Yes, my brother, please do me this favor for the Lord’s sake. Give me this encouragement in Christ. 21 I am confident as I write this letter that you will do what I ask and even more!
3rd Reading -Gospel-Sermon Scripture - Luke 14:25-35 (NLT)
25 A large crowd was following Jesus. He turned around and said to them, 26 “If you want to be my disciple, you must, by comparison, hate everyone else—your father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, even your own life. Otherwise, you cannot be my disciple. 27 And if you do not carry your own cross and follow me, you cannot be my disciple. 28 “But don’t begin until you count the cost. For who would begin construction of a building without first calculating the cost to see if there is enough money to finish it?

29 Otherwise, you might complete only the foundation before running out of money, and then everyone would laugh at you. 30 They would say, ‘There’s the person who started that building and couldn’t afford to finish it!’ 31 “Or what king would go to war against another king without first sitting down with his counselors to discuss whether his army of 10,000 could defeat the 20,000 soldiers marching against him? 32 And if he can’t, he will send a delegation to discuss terms of peace while the enemy is still far away. 33 So you cannot become my disciple without giving up everything you own.

34 “Salt is good for seasoning. But if it loses its flavor, how do you make it salty again? 35 Flavorless salt is good neither for the soil nor for the manure pile. It is thrown away. Anyone with ears to hear should listen and understand!”
Reader: “The Word of God for the people of God.”

People: “Praise be to God!”
1ST Hymn: “Come, All Christians, Be Committed 
(Page 455 Red Hymnal)
Eva B. Lloyd |James H. Wood | Benjamin Franklin White      BEACH SPRING

CCLI Song # 25204   CCLI License # 2572107

Verse 1  Come all Christians be committed
To the service of the Lord
Make your lives for ye more fitted
Tune your hearts with one accord
Come into His courts with gladness
Each His sacred vows renew
Turn away from sin and sadness
Be transformed with life anew
Verse 2   Of your time and talents give Him
They are gifts from God above
To be used by Christians freely
To proclaim His wondrous love
Come again to serve the Savior
Tithes and off'rings with you bring
In your work with Him find favor
And with joy His praises sing
Verse 3   God's command to love each other
Is required of every man
Showing mercy to a brother
Mirrors His redemptive plan
In compassion He has given
Of His love that is divine
On the cross sins were forgiven
Joy and peace are fully thine
Verse 4   Come in praise and adoration
All who on Christ's name believe
Worship Him with consecration
Grace and love will you receive
For His grace give Him the glory
For the Spirit and the Word
And repeat the gospel story
Till the world His name has heard

Link for hymn: “Come, All Christians, Be Committed”  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sl1vGbnpRxo
History of Hymn “Rise Up O Church of God” (Pg. 293)
   William P. Merrill (1867-1954) was a Presbyterian pastor who served several churches during his lifetime—most notably Brick Presbyterian Church in New York City, where he served from 1911 until his retirement in 1938. Merrill wrote several hymns during his lifetime, to include “Rise Up, O Men of God.”  He wrote it to support a burgeoning men’s movement within the church. This hymn encourages men to rise up, to “have done with lesser things,” and to serve the King of kings (v. 1). It calls them to “bring in the day of brotherhood” (v. 2)—one of the strong emphases of Merrill’s ministry. It reminds them that the church faces great challenges, and calls them to “rise up and make her great!” (v. 3)And finally, it says: Lift high the cross of Christ,Tread where his feet have trod; As brothers of the Son of Man, Rise up, O men of God!

    This song’s emphasis on men’s ministry obviously fails the litmus test of inclusive language, so some people would change men to saints—and others would drop the song entirely. But we need to remember that men have an important place in the church—and it is appropriate to challenge men to fill that place. This song doesn’t exclude anyone.  It calls men to an active faith.  There is nothing wrong with that. Women need men to share the burden of leadership in the church—and that is what this song asks men to do.Too often men are absent from our churches. Of those who do faithfully attend, a significant percentage does not invest the same time and energy into their walk with the Lord as they do other less worthy pursuits. The fact that Jesus is the same yesterday, today, and forever should give us all strength and confidence to be bold in the name of Christ. These hymn lyrics are a great reminder of how all believers, not just men, ought to be “done with lesser things” in order to more fully pursue the service of Jesus, our King of kings. Music for “Rise Up, O Church of God” is by Aaron Williams (1731-1776), a singing teacher, music engraver, and clerk at the Scottish church, London Wall. Let us all take these words as a challenge to rise up, lift high the cross of  Christ, and live out our faith in boldness and strength.
Attendance: 
In-person worship for Aug. 28 was 44​. 
Face book views for Aug. 28 as of Aug. 31 were ​32.
Face book views for Aug. 21 as of Aug. 31 were 58.
ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers has increased to $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services. 

2ND Hymn: “Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken” (Page 377 Red Hymnal)      

Henry Francis Lyte | Hubert P. Main | Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

CCLI Song # 7029155  CCLI License # 2572107    Words/Music: Public Domain

Verse 1    Jesus, I my cross have taken
      All to leave and follow thee
      Destitute, Despised, forsaken, 

      Thou from hence my all shalt be

Perish every fond ambition
All I've sought and hoped and known
Yet how rich is my condition
God and heaven are still my own
Verse 2    Let the world despise and leave me,
 They have left my Savior too

Human hearts and looks deceive me

Thou art not like tman untrue
And while Thou shalt smile upon me
God of wisdom love and might
Foes may hate and friends may shun me
Show Thy face and all is bright
Verse 3     Man may trouble and distress me
’ Twill but drive me to Thy breast

Life with trials hard may press me
Heav’n will bring me sweeter rest
O ’tis not in grief to harm me
While Thy love is left to me
O ’twere not in joy to charm me
Were that joy unmixed with Thee
Verse 4    Hasten on then from grace to glory
Armed by faith and winged by prayer
Heav’n's eternal day's before me
God's own hand shall guide me there
Soon shall close my earthly mission
Swift shall pass my pilgrims days
Hope soon change to glad fruition
Faith to sight and prayer to praise
      Link to Hymn: “Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken” (Pg. 377)
https://youtu.be/DFhvTNRpIaQ 
3RD Hymn: “Rise Up, O Church of God” (Page 293 Red Hymnal)
William Pierson Merrill, Altered | Aaron Williams   ST THOMAS 
CCLI Song # 4237606   CCLI License # 2572107 Public Domain
(Text used by permission of The Presbyterian Outlook, Richmond, VA.)
Verse 1   Rise up O church of God
Have done with lesser things
Give heart and mind and soul and strength
To serve the King of kings
Verse 2   Rise up O church of God
His kingdom tarries long
Bring in the day of brotherhood
And end the night of wrong
Verse 3   Rise up O sons of God
The church for you doth wait
Her strength unequal to her task
Rise up and make her great
Verse 4    Lift high the cross of Christ
Tread where His feet have trod
As foll'wers of the Son of Man
Rise up O church of God
Link for hymn: “Rise Up, O Church of God”  (Pg. 293
https://youtu.be/-2lTmTkUt8w
______________________________________________________________________________
MISSION OFFERING donations (Sept. thru Dec.) go to “Christmas Benevolence” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.) You can also designate Mission offering to go to “Community meals” if you wish.
BABY CONGRATULATIONS TO: 

   Aren and Alex Faust on the birth of their son Colton Matthew, who was born on August 20! Grandparents are Matt and Jessie Faust, Great-grandparents are Dale and Sue Faust. Colton joins brothers Jackson and Tanner.We rejoice with this family and pray God’s blessings and love, good health on Colton and that he grows up with the love of Jesus in his heart.

History of hymn “Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken”

 Henry Francis Lyte , (1793-1847), was born in Scotland, he was orphaned at age 9 and invited by Rev. Robert Burrows into his home and accepted as part of his family, his education paid for. Henry studied at Divinity school, ordained at 21, began preaching at St. Munn’s Church in Taghmon, Ireland. The hymn was written in 1824, a hymn which expresses the attitude indicated by the apostle Peter to Christ in the text "...Lo, we have left all and followed Thee" (Mark. 10.28). The tune (Ellesdie; also Disciple, Ocean, The Cross, Violet, or Vondeventer) first appeared in “The Christian Lyre” published in 1831 by Joshua Leavitt. It is often attributed to Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-1791). However no such melody has ever been found among his works. It is possible the arrangement in Leavitt’s book was made by Lowell Mason(1792-1872).The modern harmonization was done by Hubert Platt Main (1839-1925)  The song identifies some things that are necessary to follow Jesus. Verses in Red Hymnal - Verse 1Taking up the Cross, Verse 2 Renouncing the world, Verse 3 Fleeing to the Lord for safety, Verse 4 Looking to Heaven.
History of Hymn: “Come, All Christians, Be Committed”  (Pg 455)

Eva M. Brown Lloyd was born Mar. 9, 1912 in Jameson, Missouri, daughter of Hadley Brown and Sadie E. McNeely and wife of Clarence D. Lloyd. She died Aug. 26, 2006 at Parkdale Manor, Marysville, Missouri.

In her hymn, Eva B. Lloyd reminds us that the Christian life is essentially a life of service to others in Jesus’ name. It is a relatively new hymn set to an old tune. The words are by Eva B. Lloyd who composed the hymn in 1963. The hymn first appeared in the 1975 Baptist Hymnal and was included in the 1991, and in our latest hymnal published in 2008. The tune that Lloyd set her lyrics to is called Beach Spring, and like many of our hymns, is a tune based on a traditional Shaker folk melody of the day. The music was written by B. F. White. White was the editor of a popular hymn book entitled The Sacred Harp, which used “shaped notes”--so-called because the musical notation uses note heads in 4 distinct shapes to aid in sight-reading. The term “sacred harp” refers to the human voice--the musical instrument we were all given at birth. There are Sacred Harp Singing Societies all across the nation, (including one up in Columbia), which continue the tradition of using shaped-note hymnals, and no instrumentation. Some of these groups have been meeting in the same location for over 150 years. The tune first appeared in White’s 1844 edition of The Sacred Harp. He named the tune for a Baptist Church in Harris County, Georgia located near two beech trees at a spring. The Beech Spring Baptist Church still exists near Pine Mountain, GA. The hymn’s theology is about the importance of believers being committed to “the service of the Lord.” As the Apostle James instructs us, we must not be merely “hearers of the Word,” but “Doers of the Word.” 
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
Interim Pastor, Rev. Kristine Heckard

 3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                Email: valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
Weekly Devotional #35         September 4, 2022         “No Bargaining, Only Commitment!”

                                    Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost

Pastor Kris Heckard is our Interim Pastor. We pray this devotional will be meaningful to you. 

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship: 

L: Let all who seek the Lord gather together in this house of worship.

P: Let our hearts remember the cross and all that it calls us to be.
L: Let us see in the cross the price paid so that we might know God’s love.
P: Let us walk then without fear; and be willing to accept our crosses.
L: Let give thanks to the Lord for we are redeemed children of God.      

ALL: Blessed be the name of the Lord!
L: Come, let us worship together.

Invocation:  

Gracious God, our Heavenly Father.  We come now to give you thanks and to lift up our praises to your almighty power.  Be present in our midst during this time of worship and when we leave this house of worship, send us out enriched by your presence among us, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Readings: *indicates sermon text

Responsive: Psalm 1:1-6
New Testament: Philemon 1:1-21
*Gospel: Luke 14:25-35
Meditation: “No Bargaining, Only Commitment!”

We live in a society that loves bargains. Everybody loves a bargain. It is a great feeling when you pay very little but you get a lot. Bargain hunters seem to be everywhere you turn. No one wants to pay full price for anything nowadays. That’s why . . .

• We go to garage sales

• We wait for the sales in our local stores

• We wait for Memorial Day – Fourth of July – Presidents Day sales

• We wait for Black Friday

• We even shop on E-Bay

And the basic idea of the bargain hunter is . . .

• What is the least amount I have to pay in order 
to get as many benefits as possible?

• How do I sacrifice a little and still get all the good stuff?


We love to get a good deal because we are all love a bargain.  Yet at times, what begins to be a bargain turns out to cost too much in the long run.


Bargaining has another meaning besides this thought of getting something at a low cost.  I do realize there is a big difference between inexpensive and cheap. Bargaining carries the idea of bartering, negotiating, or haggling. For those that enjoy travelling or vacationing out of the country you know that in many foreign market places you can negotiate, barter, or bargain the price of goods that you want to buy; that is just part of their custom. Just like buying a car as well, no one ever pays the sticker price. Although we know the vehicle is already marked up tremendously, we feel we have a bargain when we negotiate the price down and hear the car salesperson say “I’ll throw in some rubber floor mats just for you and life time free inspection.”  It makes us feel good because we think we have saved some money, but actually we paid for it.


Sometimes the bargain we are looking for isn’t always a material thing. Sometimes we search for bargains in our spiritual life.


There are times in our spiritual lives when we want all the blessings of heaven - but with the least amount of sacrifice possible


There are times when our Christian lives are lived in such a way that we seem to be saying, “What is the least amount that I have to do and still receive all the good stuff of heaven?”  We expect God to bless us with the least amount of our commitment.


Do you look for a bargain blessing?  This kind of attitude is nothing new to our generation and generations before us. As a matter a fact it was around when Jesus walked on this earth. But Luke tells us in Chapter 9 verse 51, “As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem.” Now Jerusalem was the place where Jesus would ultimately die on the cross. So when the Bible tells us He was going to Jerusalem it is saying Jesus was choosing to go to the place where eventually He would give His life for those He loved.  But note - Jesus refused to take any shortcuts.  He refused to look for a Bargain.  And He knew His purpose


But shortcuts in life can get you lost every now and then. These are the things we do to try to bargain hunt the plan God has for us.  They are our own methods of trying to shorten the time or effort it takes to obtain something.  They are our own methods to get somewhere - financial, spiritual, material, relational.  And can I tell you, they never work.  Instead of making the journey easier, they actually make it harder and longer.  Because we’re not doing it God’s way.  


God doesn’t bless shortcuts in life.  To grow, we have to go on the road less traveled and choose the right path.  It’s not easy – we can’t bargain our way to an easier process.  But in the end, it’s so worth it to follow God’s plan for our life.


Most people had no clue that Jesus was going to Jerusalem to give up His life on a cross. To them Jesus was a miracle worker, a healer, a powerful teacher and preacher - Someone who would lead them out of the oppression from the Romans and into freedom.  And so thousands of people followed Jesus for what He could do for them.  Now you would think Jesus would have been thrilled with the number of people following him.

The Bible tells us that great multitudes were traveling with Him.  But numbers didn’t matter so much to Jesus. What mattered to him was commitment.


Sometimes Jesus in his teachings and use of parables seemed like He was beating around the bush, and at other times He hits you across the forehead with a 2 x 4.  This passage, make us all a little bit uncomfortable.


Jesus uses several images and parables to drive home the point that in order to be a follower of His we need to be 100% committed to Him.  It’s all or nothing.  No bargaining – it’s about commitment.

 “If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters – yes, even his own life –he cannot be my disciple.” Wow!  This is hard to swallow - hate your father, your mother, your wife, hate your children, your brothers, your sisters, and even life itself and only then will we be ready to follow Jesus.


It doesn’t sound like Jesus.  Has Jesus forgotten about the fourth commandment?  Are we to forget about honoring our parents?  Wasn’t it Jesus who said that we are to love our neighbors as we love ourselves?  Didn’t Jesus try to talk people into loving their enemies?  Has He forgotten that God is Love?  Why does He rant and rave about hating our fathers, mothers, children, sisters, brothers and even life itself?  It is difficult to recognize Jesus in this text!


Luke tells us that huge crowds were following Him – Clamoring for his attention.  Pleading for is healing touch.  Anxiously waiting for the next miracle and pledging to follow Jesus where ever He was going.  Only Jesus knows He is on his way to Jerusalem and headed straight for the cross.


So He looks out at the large crowds who were travelling and he asks the crowds to think carefully before they follow Him any further. Then He cautions the crowd with that very tough and challenging statement. Does Jesus really want his followers to hate?  The definition for the word hate means intense hostility, distaste or ill will.


And I have to say, if that is what Jesus is asking for then count me out.  I love my family and I don’t want ill will for them.  There may be days when I don’t exactly like my family and certainly there are probably some days they don’t particularly like me either. There are times I am not thrilled with some areas in my life, but I don’t hate life! 


To properly understand this text and what Jesus was saying we have to go back to the ORIGINAL GREEK to discover just what it was that Jesus was saying. The writer of the Gospel of Luke uses a Greek phrase meaning - to love less - to turn away from - detach oneself from.


Jesus is warning the crowds that following him means that they must turn away from the people they love and detach themselves from the life they have known.  Jesus is trying to shock the crowds into some sort of understanding of what’s to come.  He knows that most will not be able to follow him to the cross.  He knows the MESSIAH SEEKERS and SALVATION HUNTERS - the BARGAIN HUNTERS that don’t really want the type of leader who is headed for a cross. His words are designed to shock the crowds and unmask their idolatry.


In other words, Jesus is helping the large crowd understand there are a lot of people who call themselves His followers but, they want nothing more than to have comfort and security in life. They go along living their Christian lives and will eventually come upon a situation that challenges them spiritually. And it demands of them more than they are willing to give.  Someone hurts them deeply, and they are challenged through the Bible that they have to forgive as Christ forgave - And they think, “That is more than I am willing to give. I am not going to do it.”


Or they have been confronted with some sin or wrong doing, and they are in a position where they need to confess and say those very difficult words, I’m wrong and I’m sorry. And I will do all that I can to make it right - But doing this is more than they are willing to give. And rather than push through and keep following Jesus, they stop. And they say, “I can’t do it, because it is going to cost me more than I can give.” So they quit.  And when this happens, people notice.  And some of these people will point their fingers and say, “Hey, I thought you were supposed to be a Christian.  Don’t you go to that church over there?  Well how come you are still so bitter?  Or how come you are still so angry, or how come you are still so selfish?  Where is your Comfort?  Where is your Security?


True comfort and true security comes when we are willing to follow Jesus in all things.  But if we are not willing to follow Him in every way then we cannot be His disciples.  So, what does it cost us to be a disciple of Jesus?


The Lord is looking for our Total Commitment.  It will cost us something.  There are no Discounts in serving the Lord.  The Lord is not looking for Bargain Hunters.  The Lord is looking for those willing to give their all.  Amen.

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

   Almighty God, we are aware of your majesty, your holiness, and your glory.  We thank you that you are God above and beyond us.  But we are also aware of your coming to us and your being with us in your son Jesus.  We thank you for the saving grace of Jesus Christ.  You have showered us with undeserved forgiveness.  Sometimes Lord we want to be called your disciples, but with little or no commitment.  We need your forgiveness, Lord.  Search the depths of our hearts, leaving no spot unclean.  

   We now offer to you the petitions of our hearts.  Hear our prayers for our family and friends in this time of silence . . .  We pray Lord for our brothers and sisters, mothers and fathers; for those who are stricken with illness, for those who grieve, and for those in whom the passing years bring loneliness.  O God, send some words of yours to bring comfort to all hearts that need your special touch of healing grace, and draw close to us with your redeeming love.   We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior who taught us to pray Our Father . . .  Amen.

Benediction:

The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.  Amen.
